Chestnuts Newsletter 24th April 2026
English

We have officially ignited our new English topic! The children are stepping into the shoes of
17th-century Londoners as we begin writing diaries about The Great Fire of London.

Over the past week, we've been busy sequencing the timeline of the fire. We've also explored
the "perfect storm" of conditions that led to the blaze—including the hot, dry weather and
the lingering impact of the Great Plague. It has been fascinating to see the children piece
together the historical context behind the smoke.

Maths

We have successfully wrapped up our Fractions unit! The children have shown great
confidence in identifying and shading halves, thirds, and quarters.

We are now moving on to the essential skill of telling the time. We are currently working
with analogue clocks. Any extra practice you can do at home—asking what time it is or looking
at a clock face together—would be incredibly beneficial to their progress.

Art

Our young artists have been exploring the vibrant world of colour theory. After mastering
primary and secondary colours, we experimented with mixing them fo create various hues.
We even looked at how famous painters use these shades to bring their masterpieces to life!

History

History has taken us on a trip to the Victorian era. The children have been investigating
what daily life was like back then, specifically focusing on schools. We had some very lively
discussions comparing Victorian classrooms (and their strict rules!) fo the way we learn
today.

Science

In Science, we are growing our knowledge of Plants. We've been busy examining the
differences between seeds and bulbs and learning how to correctly label the different parts
of trees and flowering plants.



A Final Note

A huge thank you for supporting your child's reading journey by listening to them read every
night. Please remember to sign their reading record so we can celebrate their progress in
class.

While every child's reading journey is unique, please find the list below for some inspiration
on book types that can help enhance their experience and build their confidence.
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