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		In a current world climate where people were more distanced from each other than they’ve ever been before, it’s interesting how it brought people together more than they probably have been in a long while. The clapping for the NHS, people checking up on their neighbours, even offering to shop on their behalf if the risks were high! But as we sit in this weird limbo of transition, with boundaries and understanding about COVID in constant flux up and down the country, we begin to see a regression back to how our communities used to operate, where the idea of even approaching your next door neighbour seems like a rash thing to do. Maybe that’s not the case for you, but I know it is for many, myself included.
 
The four core values of the vision statement at our school are community, respect, kindness and love. What strikes me most about these values is that unless you’re in community, the other three become so much harder to demonstrate.
 
As a Christian I find the communities that Jesus lived with amazing to observe. I believe that Jesus is the God of the universe in the flesh, and yet even he had close friends, a tight twelve that he travelled with, and even beyond that an unbreakable three that knew him the best of all. Even when he knows he is going to be killed on a cross, he asks those close friends to stay with him through the night, not because he needed anything from them, but just because he valued them as people. Who they were to Jesus meant more than anything they could possibly do for Jesus.
 
For anyone working for, or linked to, a school in these strange times, life is stressful. I know because I’ve seen it. And stress does funny things to our brains when it comes to decision making and how we end up treating people. In a day and age when we are driven by results, the stress of those pressures can mean that we lose focus on what really matters. Community, and the wonderful things that come with it, edifies the human race, giving meaning, purpose and affirmation. Have spoken to many young people, six months off school was not as appealing as it first sounded!! But now they’re back, and although exams are important, what does it look like to put a focus on community, (and I don’t just mean lumping them in a room where they are with other people!) where they can experience respect, kindness and love? If we don’t think about it intentionally, by default we’ll bypass it at their expense. If it was important for Jesus, it’s probably worth making space for……
 
And not just for others, but for you reading this as well!! We all need community whether we care to admit it or not, so before giving out for everyone else, make sure that you’re kind to yourself, and check where you’re at too. Make space at least once today to allow others to pass their love onto you, just because!!






		So to finish, I thought I would give you this highly religious song to reflect on, and to make your anthem for this week…..  WE ARE FAMILY
Check it out…. it’s a cracker…. And yes you’re expected to sing along…..






		Prayer:
Lord Jesus, help us this week to make community a focus within our contexts, both for ourselves and for others, that we might see respect, kindness and love lived out in your name.
Amen.









